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TIMO MY, To Gem this Epi fte is directed by the 
1 ** tle Pall, was Piouſly' Educated front” à Thalidgils 
Im. I. tf N h. Kid being well reported of 4 


e e 2A poi y thie Bretheren that were at Lyſtra and ”, 
he eite made him his Companion in his Travels, Ads, 
16. 25 3 54. and Gal given great proof of his Piety, Faithful- 
nels, and outer Of al 5 , 4 TI og 4 Mini er by Pas, 
Ire 5 4. 4. % Tim. 1 6. Aſter Which th 
Apoftle 120 dim as His bei eden Work of the 


19. 
5 is 465 20. 
79 85 — 5 15 
Evan eliſt mn. 18 2 1 5. ureing A Dare A 
the FOREX Tites wo "Epiſtle to Him, 46 oacborgy "I anchdirect 14 f 
bim! in the Management: of chat rent I 'raft../ 1 Ta 3. Th. The 20 
Scope, then, of this Epiftle;' is dint Tomy, and in bim alli 
the Mibifters of the Goſpel, howrs beha ve themſelves in the whole 1 
of their Miniſterial Work: So that this Epi3le is a moſt excellent * 
Directory to all Goſpel Miniſters z and it is concluded with this 1 
final 1040 N | ration, OT manly; "on that AS LOW x 
ruſt. . 


mitted to thy T1595 #13 1092537 Ws 

We, thy norice thele Thiee Things 1 in ile Words. TV! 1 vas, 174 
* * * The Per ſon ib Thom this Exhortation © dined, * 
de 2. The manner Ern BAT Ot a oificgh . * 
| . The Duty enjoined. 1. L cill 0 8 nl 1 


oy We have here the Perſon to ar. this Exhortation: rs diret- 16 
ea, deſcribed by his N ame, * It may be worth our while, {a 
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Her of Jeſus Crit. Mo # 
. Was We of Chrift. He was one of the Extraordi. 
nary Miniſters of the New -Teſtament, to wit, an Evangeliſt, ac. 
cording to the Scripture Notion of that Word. 2 Tim. 4. 5. The 
proper Work of Evanoelrſty was, to Travel as Meſſengers be. 
tween one Church and another, at the direction of the Apoſtle, 
for watering the Churches, and ſetting in order the things that 
were wanting. TI. 1. 5. Their office was comprehenſive of the 
office of Haſters and Teachers; So that beſide what was proper to 
them, the whole Work of Pofars and. Teachers, did belong to 
them by vertueoftheir, Office; And this Duty to which the 4. 
poitlthere Exhorts Timothy, was common to him with the Ordina- 
ry Miniſters of the Goſpel. So that, even Miniſters have need 
not only to be put in remembrance of their Duty, but alſo to be 
excited and ſtirred up to it. There are Temptations, Dangers, 
Pifficulties and Diſcouragements, that are ſpecial to them; So that 
tlleyo need Waraings, Exhortations and Encouragements, as 
much, yea more then other Men. 
% imbtſy was 4 Jodl) and Faithful Miniſter. His Name Timo 
thy ſignifies, an Honourer of God. It ſeemeth that his Parents de- 
voted him to G00 from the Womb, and earneſtly deſired that 
he might be a Fearer and Honourer of GOD, and therefore would 
put him in mind of his Duty by this name; And indeed he was 
not unmindful of it, but through Grace, was Anſwerable to the 
name which they gave him. He had been acquainted with the 
Scriptures from his Child hood. 2. TI. 3. 15. And though he was 2 
Sickly Man, and had trequent Bodily Infirmities; (1 In. 5. 23.) 
yet he was Eminent in Gifts and Graces, ſuch as Know- 
jedge. 2 Tim. 3. 15. Faith. 2 Tim. 1. 5. Great Affection to and 
care of the Souls of People. Phil. 2. 20. Zeal for the Intereſts of 
Chriſt, Phil. 2. 21. and Faithfulneſs in the Work of the LURD, 1 
Cor. 4. 17. Uponthe accompt of all which, he became very dear 
to the Apoſtle Paul, ſo that he maketh honourable mention of him 
in ſeverals of his Epiſtles. 1 Cor. 4. 17. Philip. 2. 1, 20, 21. 1 
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1. Tim. 6. 20. 5 
Yet 8 found it needful to Exhort ven Him to diligenc 

and Faithfulneſs in the Work of the LORD. So that even the beſt 
of Miniſters need to be ſerioufly Exhorted, excited and ſtirred up 
to Faithfulneſs in the Duties of their Office. The moſt zealous and 
Faithful Miniſters, are bur Frail Weak men, and have much 
ſtrong Corruption in them. Grace even in them is but weak, and 
they are not ſet beyond the reach of Temptations mcre than other 
men; And they have ſo much to do, and for the moſt part ſee ſo 
{mall Fruit of what they do, that they are apt to fall ſlack, and re- 
miſs in their Duty: And upon all theſe Accompts, they have great 
need of upſtirring. LAT LOSING Hh a 

3. Though'Timothy was a Faithful Miniſter, yet he was but 
8 Toung Minifler. * Flee alſo Youthful Luſts, faith the Apoſtle to 
him. 2 Tim. 2. 22. And let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth,” 1 Tim. 4. 
12. And the Apoſtle conſidering his Youth, is the more Earneſt 
with him. O Timothy, keep that, &c. Young Miniſters above all 
others had need to look well to themſelves in the matters of GOD, 
that they be faithful and diligent. They need ſpecial Warnings 
and Excitations. Their Danger is greater: For, Pride and Am- 
bition, Vain-glory and Oſtentation, Scif-ſeeking, Self. conceit, and 
def confidence, Wrathful Affections and other Luſts, are more 
incident to them. Againſt all which the Apoſtle warns this Youn 

Miniſter, in that place cited. 2 Tim. 2. 22. Again Satan 1s mol 
buſie with Young Miniſters. They are of Warm Affections, and 
full of Action, and their Spirits are quick and lively; Therefore Sa. 
an loves to have them, becauſe in theſe Reſpetts they are in more 


| WCapacity to do him ſervice, if once he can tempt them to Unfaith- 
) Whulneſs. Next again, Satan thinks to prevail the more eaſily with 
bung Minifters, becauſe they have but {mall Experience: And 
I Wc would gladly nip them in the very Bud, to render them for 
Joer uſeleſs in the Work of the Miniſtery. And laſtly, He hath 
1 Wnoſt Hope of Young Miniſters. As tor Old Godly Miniſters, who 
r Whive given many Proofs of their Zeal'and Faithfulneſs ro GOD un- 
nder various Tryals and Temprations, Satan hath almoſt loſt all Hope 


them. He hath moſt Hope of them that are Young: | Oh then! 
Let us who are Young Miniſters take Warning, and keep a ſtrict 
Watch over our ſelves. Great need have we to take heed * _ 

| elves 
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ſelves, 'and to the M 
JESUS. : 7 1e | * ail? 81 212 T8 315; 
Second: We have here the manner of propaſ ing this 'Exhortatiny, 
(O0) Timethy, keep &c. (O) keep it. This Particle (O) is expre, 
ſive of the Apoſtles great Earneſtnes. It is an Exclamation that 
gives vent to earneſt and vehement Deſire. The Apoſtles Heart 
was much ſet on this, to have Tiworhy Faithful to his Truſt: He 
vehemently deſired it: Therefore he Exhorts him with great 
Earneſtnes. I might ſhew: you, how, this manner of Expreſſion 
Imports. 1. The great weight and importance of. the Duty here enjoin. 
ad. 2. The great hazard there is of coming ſhort of, our Duty in thi 
matter. 3. The dangerous conſequence fu Miniſters ' Unfaithfulnt;, 
And 4. The great Care, Diligence and. Application that is, upon al 
theſe accompts, neceſſary to the right«maxagement of the weighty Truf 
that is committed to them. And I may add 5. Ihe great ſeriouſu- 
and earneſtneſs to be uſed by Mipiſters, in exciting one another, to Dil. 
gence and Faithfulneſs in their Mipiſterial Mort. But I paſs theſe, 
Third; | We have here, The Duty enjoined, keep that which is com. 
mited tothy Truſt, Where we have ſomething implyed, and ſome 
thing exprefled,” _: le Loon Obes woliznigy 
1. That which is here Implyed is, That /omerhing, or ſomething; 
were committed to Timothys Truſt, The manner of Expreſſion is 
Metaphorical, borowed from Servants, who have ſomethings Entruſt- 
ed to them, or Depoſited in their Hands, for Which they are ac- 
comptable to their Maſter. By that which mas committed to'l imothy's 
Truſt, ſome underſtand theſe Giſts and Graces, whereby God had 
fitted and qualified him for the Duties of his Office, and which 
were Talents committed to his Truſt. Others underſtand the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, the Diſpenſation whereof was committed 
to him. But there is no neceſſuy obliging us to reſtrict the Words 
toany of theſe: Wherefore I underſtand the Words more General 
ly, of al things that were Entruſted to him by the Lord Jeſus, and 
eſpecially of the Objects about Which his Gifts and, Graces were 
to be Exerciſed; for Gifts and Graces are given to Miniſters, to fi 
and qualify them for the right Management of their great Trult. 
And think it is well obſerved by ſome, that the Words of my Tex! 
are an Epilog ue or. Concluſion, wherein all the Directions 15 Ex. 
j0rta- 
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gether into dne Sum. 1 A W i 91019727 
Now, the Things committed to Timothy's Truſt were of two 
ſorts. 1, Somethings were proper to him as an Evangeliſt, at 
which I hinted already. 2. Somethings were common to him 
with Paſtors and T eachezs, the ordinary Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment; As, the Glorious Goſpel, all the Affairs and Concerns of the 
Houſe of God, the Dod rine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government 
thereof, and the Precious Souls of People. Theſe were the Things 
commited'to his Truſt, and that are commited to the Truſt of all 


Goſpel Miniſters, as we ſhall ſeeafterward, [. NEL] 
They were committed to him by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Yet 
not immediarly, but by the Intervention of Men having Authority 
from the Lord Jeſus for that Effect; For, he. was ordained by the 
Tim: 4, 14. and 2; Tim. 1, 65. 
2. That which is expreſſed in the Words, is, That he ſhould 
lep that which was committed to him. The word in the Original, 
here rendered keep,” is very Emphatick. It is ſometimes uſed of 
Shepherds keeping watch over their Flocks' by Night, in which 
there is uſually molt Danger. Lak. 2, 8. It is ſometimes ren- 


SW dered, beware, 2, Pet. 3, 17. And fo it implyeth Caution and 

- Wl CircumſpeQtion. It ſignifyeth 2 keep 4s 4 Priſon is kept, which is 
Lone uſually with much Care, Strictnes, and Diligence. It is uſed 

ao of Goa's keeping his People. Joh. 17, 12. 2, Thefſ. 3, 3. 

which he doth with much Tendernes and watchful Care, becauſe 

1 Wl of the manifold Dangers to which they are expoſed, 

e Well then, the Apoſtle doth here plainly enough inſinuate, that 
dhe Souls of People, the Trutbs of the Goſpel, and all the Precious 
natereſts and Concerns of the Houſe of God, were in great Danger 

„tom Satan and his Inſtruments; And therefore he exhorts I imo: hy, 
I keep theſe Precious Things, with much Holy Watchtulneſs and 

e Diligence, Care and Tenderneſs. He doth likeways inftnuate, 
i i that Timothy and other Goſpel Miniſters, were lyable to many 

t. Temptations to Careleſneſs, Negligence, and Unfaithfulneſs, in 
cke Duties of their Function; And that there was great Danger 
*. 


been with them, conſidering the Remainder of Corrup- 
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On 1ft. Tim. 6. 20. 7 
jortations the Apoſtle had given in this Epic, are gathered to- 


laying on of Pauls Hands, and of the Hands of the Presbytery. 1. 


tion 


8 A SERMON. „ 
tion in them, and the weakneſs of Grace even in the Beſt: 4 te 5. 
therefore exhorts him, and all Miniſters in. him, to much Hb ** ls 
Caution and CircumfpeQion, Watchfulneſs and Diligence, in a: Te 
Managemeart of the great Truſt committed to, hen Aled 
The Words being thus Explained, I ſhall ſpeak to theſe ty, en 
Doltrines from tbheſmmm „„ — bog inde; 
1. The Office of the Miniſtery is an Office of great Trait, OP 
2. It is the neceſſary and indiſpenſible Duty of all Goſpel Miniiter;y of the 
. | | keep that much Chriſt hath committed to their Tut. 1855 
The Firſt Doctrine is, Ihe Office of the Miniitery is an Office of gru Houſt 
Truſt. Or Miniſters of the Goſpel are Men of great Truſt, FP the R 
So much is implyed in the Titles that are often given to Miniſru Sl E. 
in Scriptures. 7 hey are called Shepherds, to whoſe Care the Flod fm 
of God is committed, Job, 21. 16. Ads 20. 28. 1 Per. f. fic. 
They are called Chriits Ambaſſadors, 2 Cor. 5. 20. They are en Theſe 
truſted with the Power and Authority of the Lord Jeſus, and wid Minif 
Meſſages and Embaſſeysof the greateſt Moment to the Glory of Goh par. 
and the good of Souls. They are allo called Steward, 1 Cor, 4.1 10 dle 
They are Entruſted with all the Froviſion in the Houſe of Goa, thy hall f. 
they may give every one their Portion thereof. Again, They avi. 3 . 
called Rulers over the Houſe of GOD, Luk. 12. 42. Theſe wt FF 72 
Import a great and weighty Truſ . wii ed 
In proſecuting this Doctrine, I ſhall ſhew, Contair 
i. What theſe Things are which are committed to the Tra#t of COPD 
REA oo ail nina diftill o 
2. By mhum theſe Things are committed to their Traft,, J. Diu 
3. How theſe Things come to be committed by Chriſt to the Truſt and Tr 
ſuch Men as are now ſet a part for the Work of the Miniſtery. 1 
4. What the commi'ting F theſe Things to thetr Truſt doth Imph 
5. Why the Lord Jeſus hach committed ſogreat aTruff to poor fru 


en, 
And then Lafi!y, I ſhall wake Application of the Doctrin. 
Fitſt, What 231 Things that are committed to the Traſt of G 
7 { M:nt ers. 3 F PATIO 1342-43148 DER 
Jr I. Taggen Goſpel is committed to them, 1 Tim. 1. 11. 4 


cor ding to the glorious Goſpel, which mas committed to my Truſt, 1 Tr 
2.4. we were allowea of God to be put in Truſt with the Gojpel. A 


Urigina 
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* On 1 Tim. 6. 20. 9 
the precious Truths of God are committed to them; But more eſpecial- 
ly Goſpel Truths, Which are Wholly ſupernatural and my ſterious. 
The Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven. Hence they are 
called Stewards of the Myſteries of G00, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Such Myſte- 
ries are, the Myſtery of the glorious Trinity, the Myſtery of Re- 
demption, the Myſtery of the Incarnation, Death and Sufferings 
of the eternal Son of Goa, &c. Further, all the Prerogatives Royal 
of the Lord Jeſus, as the ſole Ring and Head of his Church, That he 
alone hath Power and Authority to appoint the Government of his 
Houſe, to Inſtitute his own Officers, and to give Laws to them for 
the Right, Adminiſtration of this Government; And that He'is the 
ſole Fountain of all Church Power and Authority, that it is Derived 
from him alone, and that it is ſpecifically and eſſentially different 
from the Power of the Civil Magiſtrar, and Independent thereupon. 
Theſe are ſome of the precious Truths committed to the Truſt of 

CE ae en EE aii 
Parricularly, Two Things concerning the Goſpel, are committed 
to them. 1. The ſafe Cuſtod) and Preſervation thereof, Of which T 
ſhall ſpeak afterward. 2. T he publick Diſpenſation thereof, x Cor. g. 
16, 17. ----- Wo is unto me if I Preach not the Goſpel . 4 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is committed unto me. "Miniſters are en- 
truſted with the Diſpenſation of the Word and Sacraments, which 
„contain the great Myſteries of the Kingdom of GOD. They are 
Mcob's Stewaras, to diſpenſe His Bleſſings, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Clouds, to 
diſtill down Showers of Plenty on G08 weary Heritage. 1/4. 5 
E 


. Deur. 32, 2. Veſſels,” not to contain only, but to carry the Pear 
and Treaſure of the Kingdom, 2 Cor. 4. 7. The Goſpel is a Trea- 
we, not tor Miniſters to keep to themſelves, but to Impart to o- 
bers. They are to make knows the Myſtery of the Goſpel, Epheſ. 6. 19. 
. 2 Miniſters are Entruſted with 2% Care and Overſight of th 
ouſe of GOD, and all the Aﬀairs thereof. Hence they are called 
Jverſeers or Biſhops, Acts 20. 28. 1 Tim. 3. 1. The Word in the 
Original, rendred in the one place Overſeer, and in the other place 
bop, is one and the ſame. Now, they are Overſeers, not only 
eine Flock, but of all the Matters of the Houſe of GOD. It's true, 
Te he Supreme Overſight of the Houſe of GOD belon gs to Jeſus Chriſt, as 
A he only LOR Dand Maſter of the Houſe, and Head over all T. hings 
| 1 8 to 
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te the Church, Epheſ. 1. 22. Yet Miniſters have a Miniſterial O. 
ver ſig ht derived from Him; Hence they are called Ralers over GO1yy 
Houſe, Lak. 12. 42. PI Auf | HE 
_ Particularly, Miniſters, are Entruſted. x, With the Worſbip of 
GOD. Therefore the Apoſtle in the 2d Chapter of this E/ 
giveth Directions concerning it to Timothy, and in him to all Goſpel 
Miniſters,as theſe whoſe proper Work is to perform publick Wor. 
ſhip, and to give Direction to others from the Word, concernin 
their, Worſhip. 2. With the Diſcipline and Government of his Houſe, 
Hence they are called Rulers or Guides, 1 Theſſ, 5. 12. Heb. 13.) 
17, 24. And Elders, 1 Tim. 5. 17. 1 Pet. 5. 1. The Kees of 
the King dom of Heaven, not only the Key of Doctrine, but of Dif. 
cipline, with the Power of Binding and Louſing, that is, the Stew. ing, | 
ardly Miniſterial Power of Retaining and Remitting Sins, were Apoſi! 
committed by the Lord Jeſas - Chriſt, to the Apoſtles, and their aſcrib 
Succeſſors in the Miniſtery, to the end of the World: As is clear unto ) 
from theſe Scriptures compared together Mat. 16, 19. and 18, made » 
18, 19, 20. and 28, 20. This Truſt of the Diſcipline and Go- \ 
vernment of the Church, is allo implyed in theſe Commands that I. 

enjoin the Members of the Church to yeeld Obedience to their Mi. be the 


o 


niſters in the Exerciſe thereof. Hebr. 13, 7, 17. As alſo in the verum 
manifold Directions and Encouragements given to Miniſters, with Autho 
reference to their Work, in the Exerciſe of the Diſcipline and Go- the C 
vernment of the Church; As in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus. is calle 
3. Miniſters are Entruſted with che Precious Souls of People. Its 2. 
faid Heb, 13, 17. That they muſt give an accomps of Souls; and thority 
where there is an Accompt to be given, there is a Truſt commit Laws 


ted. Several Titlis given to Minifters imply ſo much. They are WM Ordin: 
called Biſhops Or Overſeers. Acts 20 5 28. Pa#ors Or Shepheras, theſe tc 
Jerem. 3,15. Epheſ. 4, 11. Watchmen. Jerem. 6, 17. Iſa, 62, 6, ae Pa 
Exel. 33, 7. Stewards, 1 Cor. 4, 1. They have the overſight I % n 
of the Flock (1 Pet. 5, 2.) to watch over them, for the ſcaſon- Bap ii 
able ſupply of their neceſſities, by Feeding and Ruling them. the Ho, 
Second: I proceed to ſhew, by whom theſe things are committed 10 ſl t! 
the Traſt of Miniſters. And I Anſwer, That they are committed being e 
to them by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Sole Ning and Head of His by the 
Church. It is He that enables Men,, and puts them into the _ done, i 
ery. 


On 1ſt.. Tim. 6. 20. 11 
ftery. 1, Tim. 1. 11, 12. This is ſometimes aſcribed to God the 
Father, as Tit. 1. 3 Through Preaching, which. is commmited 
unto me, according to the Commanament of God our Saviour, Where 


by God our Saviour, we are tovnderltand,not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


but God the Father, who alſo is the Saviour of loſt Sinners, by ſend- 
ing his Son to Save them: For he had ſhewed already that he 
was called by Jeſus Chriſt, ver. 1. And here he ſheweth that he had 
his Call and Commiſſion from the Father alſo. This is clear from 
that Paralel place. 1 Tim. 1. 1. Paul an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, 
by the Commandment of God our Saviour; Or by the will of God, as 
he expreſſeth it in 1 Cor. 1. 1. 2 Cor. 1. J. Epheſ. 1. 1. 
Colloſ. 1. 1. 2 Tim, 1. 1. Hence it is that in aſſerting his Call- 
ing, he joins both the Father and the Son. Gal. 1. 1. Paul an 
Apoſtle --- - == by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father, We find this 
aſcribed alſo to the Holy Ghoſt. Act. 20. 28. Take heed therefore 
anto your ſelves, and to all the Flock over the wich the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you Overſeers. 5 Ie 
We may conceive the matter thus. 

1. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator, is given by the Father to 
be the Head over all things to the Church. Epheſ. 1. 22. The Go- 
vernment is laid on his ſhoulders. Iſa. 9. 6, 7. And all Power and 
Authority is delegated to Him by the Father, to Rule and Govern 
the Church. Joh. 3. 35. and 5. 22. Mar, 28. 18. And this 
is called the Fathers will, or Command to Chriſt. | 

2. Our Lord Feſus, being thus cloathed with Power and Au- 
thority, hath inſtituted the Government of His Church, and given 
Laws for the Adminiſtration thereof, and appointed certain 
Ordinances for the Churches Edification, and hath entruſted al 
theſe to certain Officers appointed by Himſelf, of which number 
ate Paſtors and Teachers Mat. 28. 18, 19, 20. All power is given 
unto me in Heaven and in Earth; go ye therefore, and teach all Naitons, 
Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, aud of 
the Holy Ghoſt; Teaching them 10 obſerve all things whaiſorver I hve 
commanded you, And other Scriptures already quoted. And this 
being done by vertue of the Power and Authority delegated to him 
by the Father, hence it is that whatſoever Chriſt as Mediator hath 
done, in and about the Wr the Church, is done by the 

2 Will 
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he; hath give» ſome Paſtors and Teachers, And 1 Cor, 12, 28, he 
bath ſet ſome in the Charch, Teachers. And he bath given Direction; 
- any yan res we ſee in 1 Tim, 3. 1. G and 
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4% To this Office he hathannexed that great Truſt I have {po 
ken of; The Glorious Goſpel, the matters of Gods Houſe, and the 
precious Souls of People. Only, we are to remember, that matters 
of meer Order are committed io Miniſters, ſeparatly by themſelves; 
And matters of Jurisdiction are committed to them, conjuncth 
with Ruling Elders. I ſay, ſaving this Diſtinction, this great Truſt 
I mentioned, is Anne ted by Chriſt to the Office of the Miniſtery. 


3. Christ Jeſus hath given Power and Authority to his Mini. 


ſters, to ſeparat and ſet apart others, Nominate and Elected by 
the Church, to the ſaid Office and Function, according to certain 
Rules and Conſtitutions, laid down by Himſelf in His Word, Ac- 
cordingly, Timothy was ordained, by the laying on of the Apoſtles 
Hands, and of the Hands of the Presbytery. 1 Tim. 4. 14. and 
2 Tim. 1.6. And heenjoins: Timothy, and in him all Goſpel Mini- 
fters. 2 Tim. 2. 2. The things that thou halt heard of me among many 
Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able toteah 
others alſo. So that although the Inſtitution. of the Office of the Mi- 
niſtery be from Chriſt immediatly ; Yet the ſeparation and ſetting 
apart of particular perſons for the {aid Office; is from men; But ſuch 
Men as are authoriſed by Chriſt himſelf for that effect; And theſe 
men are not left to their own Liberty in this matter, but are ſtriftly 
bound to certain Rules and: Conſtitutions, for the obſervation 
whereof they are accomptable to their great Lord and Maiter. 

- .4 + Hence it follows, that ſuch as are, in the orderly way ap- 
pointed by Chriſt, ſeparated and ſet apart for the Work of the 
Miniſtery, do directly and immediatly fall under the binding Au- 
thority of the Lord Jeſus, with reſpect to the great Truſt annexed 
by him tothe ſaid Office: And their Commiſſion from Chriſt, with 
reſpe& to the whole of that Truſt, is as valid, as if Cyriſt had 
immedatly by Himſelf, concredited the fame to them by Name and 


Surname: So that they derive their Power and Authority for the 


management of this Truſt, ſolely from the Lord Jeſus Chriit, 
thoughit be by the Intervention of Men. is 
| i: oarth: 
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Will and Command of the Father; And particularly the entruſting 


His Miniſters with theſe great Things 1 have already mentioned: 


Chriſt as Mediator hath committed theſe Things to their Truſt 
by the Commanament of God the Father, Tit. 1. l 


Our Lord Jeſus Chrift, as Mediator and TE of the Church, 
wid upon His Aſcenſion, Receive Gifts for Men. Pſal. 68. 18. 
That is, a Fulneſs of the promiſed Spirit (4. 2. 33-) That by 
powering, forth of the ſame, he might furniſh his Miniſters with 
ſufficient Gifts, for the right management of that weighty Truſt 
He hath committed unto them. The Gifts which He beſtowed on 
His Miniſters, are the primeand chief of all theſe Gifts, which He 
received: Therefore the Apoſtle inſtanceth mainly in theſe, 
Epheſ. 4.8.11. When he aſcended up on high, he led Captivity cap 
tive, and gave Gifts unto Men. And he gave ſome Apoſiles, and 
ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers. 
With reſpect to this it is that Miniſters are ſaid to be made Over- 
ſeers of the Flock by the Holy Ghoſt, Att. 20. 28. And they may 
be truly ſaid to have that weighty Truſt committed to them by 
Him; Becauſe they are inwardly called by the Holy Ghoſt, Gifted 
and Qualified by Him for the management of it. [* 11 

Third: Let us ſce, how theſe Things come to be committed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, unto the Truſt of ſuch Men as are nom ſet apart for the Work 
of the Mini#tery, The Ground of the doubt is, becauſe none are now 
Called by Chriſt immediatly ; All are called and ſet apart mediatly 
by men; How then are they Entruſted by Chriſt ? 

For Anſwer to this. The Apoſtles indeed were Entruſted by 
Chriſt immediatly; and furniſhed by Him, with extraordinary 
Gifts. But now; Miniſters have that gieat Truſt committed to 
them, by a Power derived and delegated from Chriſt. They have 
not like Authority as the Apoſtles had; yet the Subſtance of their 
Commiffion, and of their Work is the ſame. Divines do uſually 
diſtinguiſh here, between the Donat ion of the Office it ſelt, veſted 
with ſuch Authority and Power, and the Deſig nat ion of particular 
Perſons to this Office, I humbly offer my Thoughts in thele plain 
Words. | 

1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the ſole Ring and Head of the Church, 
hath entruſted the Office of the Miniſtery. This was one of the tri- 
umphant Trophees of his Aſcenſion. Ephe/. 4.8. 11. Chrift, on 

| e, 
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14 A SERMON. 
- Fourth: 1 proceedto ſhew, what the committing theſe Things to j1, 
Truſt of Miniſters doth imply. And it implyeth theſe Things following, 
1. That Miniſters are his Servantt. Its true, Chriſt Jeſus Hin. 
ſelſ is, as the Head of the Church, entruſted by the Father, with af 
the Affairs and concerns of the Houſe of Goa: But he was entruſt. 
ed, as a Son over his own Houſe, Miniſters only as Servants in the 
Houſe; He as Lord and King, they as Officers under Him. The 
Apoſtle teacheth us ſo, when he aſſigns this difference between 
Chriſt and Moſes, Heb. 3. 5, 6. And Moſes werily was faithful in a 
his Houſe, as a Servant - =-- - But Chriſt as « Son over his own Flouſe, 
Moſes indeed, was a Son of God, by Adoption; yet he was no more 
bur a Servant in the Houſe of God, by Office. But the Lord Jeu 
Chri/, though he was the Fathers Servant in His Work as Media. 
tor; yet he was more than a Servant; he was a Son and Lord over 
his own Houſe. Being God equal with the Father , he became z 
Servant by his own voluntary Condeſcenſion; And upon the doing 
of the Fathers will, he had the Honour given him of being the Head 
and Lord over his own Houſe, and as ſuch is entruſted with all 
the Affairs thereof, ſee Philip. 2.6, 7, 8, 9. But Miniſters have 
this Truſt committed to them, only as Servants, under Chr:# their 
great Lord and Maſter. Moſes himſelf the great Lawgiver, was no 
more bur a Servant in the Houſe of God. The Apoſtles, though 
they were Servants in a different way from other Miniſters, in re- 
ſpect both of the manner of their Calling, and of the extent of their 
Power ; yet they were no more but Servants. 2 Cor. 4. 5. We prtach 
not our ſelves, but Chri(t Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves your Servants 
for Jeſus ſake, The beſt Miniſters that ever were, were no more. 
We reckon it our great Honour that we are ſo, and do vtiterly dif- 
claim all dominion over the Faith and Conſciences ofthe People of 
God. 2 Cor. 1. 24. Not for that we have aominion over your Faith, 
but are helpers of your Joy. 


2. This is Implyed, that Miniſters have a Commiſſion from the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt to undertake and manage this Truſt. It is not a 
Truſt which they take up at their pleaſure, but a Truſt committed, 
which ſuppoſeth a Commiſſion, Though a Man have competent 
Abilities and Qualiications; yet this will not Warrand him to take 
upon him any Office of publick Truſt, far leſs an Office of the 
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On 1 Tim. 6. 20. 15 
Higheſt Truſt in the Nation, without the King or Queens Com- 
miſſion, or a Commiſſion from them that are clothed with Authori- 
ty by the Supreme Powers for that Effect. So it is here. The A- 
poſtle plainly ſheweth, Tr. 1. 3. That he did not Diſpenſe: the 
Goſpel of his own Head, or out of a Voluntary Motion of his own; 
nor was it Ambition, nor outward Want that urged him thereunto: 
But that the Diſpenſation thereof was a Truſt committed to him, and 
that according to the Commandment of GOD our Saviour. So that no 
Man hath any thing to do with this Truſt, but by vertue of a Com- 
miſſion from Chr:/t. Others are but Intruders, of whom it cannot 
be ſaid, that Chriſt hath committed this Truſt to them; And ſuch In- 
truders are guilty of a Sacrilegious Uſurpation. Even Chrift him- 
ſelf, as Mediator and Head of the Church, had a Commiſſion from 
the Father; How much more neceſſary is it that Men have a Com- 
miſſion from Chriſt ? Such a Commiſſion is neceſſary, not only 
to Warrand our Intromiſſion with this great Truſt, but alſo, that 
we may warrantably and confidently truſt in God, for his Conduct 
and Bleſſing in the Management or it; That we may be thereby 
Armed _ Satan, who willſpy out and improve our want of a 
Commiſhon; And that the Senſe cf our Commiſſion from Chri/t 
may conſtrain us to Diligence and Faithfulneſs, and Support us a- 
gainſt Difficulties and Dangers in the Management of this Truſt. 

3. It is here Implyed, That Miniſters hwwve much Work carved out for 
them in the Houſe of GOD. A great Truth cannot be Managed 
without great Labour, Dilgence and Application. Chriſt keepeth 
no Servants only to wear a Livery, They have a weighty Truſt, 
which requires great Labour and Diligence in the Management of 
it. The Great LORD and Maſter doth not ſend His Servants into 
the Vineyeard, to reſt and ſleep there, nor to eat the Grapes and 
fill themſelves, but to Work and Labour until the Evening. 

4. This is Implyed here, hat there are Directions given to Miniſters 


by the LORD JESUS CHRIST, for the Management of the Duties of 


their Office, which Directions are punttually to be Obſerved by them. 
1 Where ever there is a Truſt committed, Men are not left ro their 
i: MW own Liberty, but are to obſerve the Directions given them by him 
e W vbocommuired that Truſt to them. So it is here. Miniſters have 
e not only a Commiſſion from CHRIST, but Inſtructions alſo : And 
as 
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as Moſes did nothing in the Houſe of GOD but what he was Com- 
manded, and made nothing but according to the Patern ſhewed 
him in the Mount; So, the Commiſſion which Miniſters have from 
CHRIST, doth not Warrand them to do any thing in the Affairs 
of the Houſe of GOD, but according to their Inſtructions from him, 
Teach them (fays our LORD, Matth. 28. 20.) All Things whatſq. 
ever I have commanded you. And no more. Miniſters may not a&, 
come or go, in the Matters of GOD, at their own pleaſure, nor at 
the pleaſure of any Mortal; But are to Regulat themſelves by the 
Will and Pleaſure of their Great LORD and Maſter, who hath com- 
mitted this Truſt unto them. 

5. This alſo is Implyed, that Miniſters are Accomptable to the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST; for their Management in his Matter, 
They are committed to their Truſt; And where there is a Truſt 
committed, there will be an Accompt ſought. Miniſters are not 
Omners, but Stewards of the Myſteries of GOD; not Lords, but Ser. 
wants; And therefore are Accomptable for what they do. They 
mult give an Accompt to the Chief Shepherd, x Pet. 5. 4. There 
is a Day of Solemn Reckoning coming, when CHRIST will fay, 
give an Accompt of your Stewardſhip, Lak. 16. 2. It is true, they 
are Accomptable even to lawful Church Judicatories whereof the 
are Members, For the Spirits of the Prophets are ſubject to the Prophets, 
x Cor. 14. 32. But they are cheifly Accomptable to CHRIST 
Himſelf, They muſt give an Accompt of all they do in the Matters 
of GOD, and with what Faithfulneſs and Diligence they Manage 
the Truſt committed to them, and an Accompt of the Souls commit- 
ted to their Charge, Heb. 13. 17. eg 

Fifth, Igo on to ſhew, why the LORD JESUS CHRIST would 
committ ſo great à Traſt to poor frail Men. Seing the Truſt is ſo great 
and weighty, why would he not rather Rule and Govern the 
Church, and Manage theſe weighty Matters, immediately by 
Himſelf, by his own Power and Spirit? And if he would uſe Inſtru- 
ments, why would he not much rather employ glorious Angels, 
than frail ſinful Hen? We may condeſcend on theſe Reaſons. 

1. Chriſt would committ ſo great a Truſt to Men, that he might 
Magnify his own Power, in Preſerving and Maintaining his own Or: 
dinances, and in making them efteQual for his own gracious * 

c 
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The more contemptible the Inſtruments be, his Divine Power ap- 
pears the more Glorious, in uſing them for ſuch Noble and Bleſſed 
Ends. It doth plainly appear, what Reaſon God had to Provide 
for his own Glory in this Matter, if we conſider how prone People 
are to idolize the Gifts of ſuch as ſeem'to be more Eminent in the 
Church. If we are ſo apt to idolize the Gifts of frail ſinful Men, 
what would we have done, if this Fruſt had been committed to 
Glorious Angels? Therefore God uſeth ſuch weak Inſtruments, 
that we may not look to much to them, and that the Succeſstul 
Management of ſo great a Truſt may appear to be of God; That 
the Maintaining and Preſerving of all theſe Ordinances, and the 
Efficacy of them upon the Hearts of People, may be known to be 
from him alone. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 2 Cor. 4. 
7. We bave this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the | Excellency of the 
Power may be of GOD, and not of Us. Confidering the Weakneſs 
and Infirmity of the Inſtruments, and the great Oppoſition made 
to them by Satan and his Emiſlaries, and the frequent and vigorous 
Aſſaults made upon the Great Things committed to their Truſt ; 
It is a Wonder how the Kingdom and Intereſts of %s Chri# are 
Supported and Proſper ; That the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Go- 
vernment of his Houſe, are at any time preſerved in Purity; And 
that any poor Souls are preſerved from utrer Ruin. When ſuch 
admirable Effects are brought about, by the Management of ſuch 
weak Inſtruments ; Certainly the Hand of the Lora is manifeſt in 
all this, and we muſt ſay, it is the Lords doing. | 
2. Chriſt hath commitred this great "Truſt unto Men, becauſe 
they have Experience of the Wants, Miſeries, Davgers and Temprations 


of poor Souls, to Engage them to Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, and to 
excite them to Watchfulneſs and Diligence, in keeping the Souls 


of People. and in keeping other Things committed to them for their 
fake. Likeneis of Condition is wont to breed Sympathy. Hence 


the Lord ſays to his People, after they had been Sojourners in the 


Land of Eoypt, Exod. 23. 9. Te know the Heart of a Stranger. Mi- | 
niſters themſelves being poor Sinners, they may know the Heart of 
a Sinner the better, and confequently are che more fit to Treat poor 


Sinners with Pity and Compaſſion. 
3, Chriſt would committ r a Truſt unto frail Men, be- 


cauſe 
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18 3 ASERMON, 
cauſe they are greatly concerned in the Things committed to their 'Tryſ; 
as well as other Men. When a Mans own Intereſt is concerned, this 
uſeth to engage his Care. Will not that Pilot look well how he 
ſteers the Ship, who himſelf hath a great Adventure in it ? So here, 
Miniſters cannot be Unfaithſul in Managing the Truſt committed 
to them, unleſs they wrong their own Souls, and put their own 
Salvation to Hazard. Their eternal Concerns are upon the {am 
Bottom, with the eternal Concerns of other Men, to fink or ſwime 
with them. If this Goſpel go, it the precious Ordinances be corrup- 
ted, then their Souls are in Danger as well as the Peoples. 
4. Chriit hath committed ſo great a Truſt unto Men, becauſe H 
will ſometimes be Honoured by their Sufferings. The Sufferings of 
Faithful Miniſters contribute much to the Glory of GOD, and the 
Advantage of the Goſpel: Others become more Bold and Couragi. 
ous, in Owning and Avowing theſe Precious Truths for which they 
Suffer; As the Apoſtle ſheweth, Phil. 1. 12, 13, 14. Angels 
would not be capable of Sealing the Truth with their Blood: 
Therefore our Lord Jeſus would employ Men, that he might ſome. 
times take Occaſion to pick out ſome of them for Martyrs, to make 
Truth ſhine the more Gloriouſly. Some look on theſe Words, 2 
Cor. 4. 7. We have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, as an Alluſion 
to Gideons Lamps which were within the Pitchers. When the 
Pitchers of the frail Bodies of Miniſters are broken by Sufferings, 
then theGlory of Goſpel Truths ſhineth forth, ven to the Amazement 
of Enemies. Hence it is that the Lord hath uſually called his Ser- 
vants to Bloody Sufferings, When he had been uſing them in the 


true Religion, in a time of great Detection. | 

5. Our LORD FESUS would commit fo great a [Truſt unto 
Men, that he might Try and Exerciſe the Humility, Submiſſion and 0- 
bedience of the Members of the Church. If the glorious Goſpel, and 
the Ordinances of che Houſe of GOD had been entruſted to Angels, 
then Submiſſion and Obedience might ſeem to be more eaſy. But 
now there are many that deſpiſe theſe Ordinances, becauſe of the 
Meanneſs and Weakneſs of thoſe to whom they are entruſted : But 
remember, that GUD doth hereby try Jour Humility and ſubmiſ. 


ſive Obedience, Who are Members of the Church, if ye can * 
an 


Reformation of a Church, or in upholding the Intereſts of pure and 
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and ſubmit to theſe Ordinances, as GODS Inſtitutions, though 
diſpenſed by weak Men; And reſpect theſe Men for their Wor 
ke, though in other ReſpeQs they may be inferiour to you. Cer- 
tainly, it is a great Tryalof Sincerity, when ye are not prejudiced 
againſt the Inſtitutions of GOD, becauſe of the Meanneſs of thoſe to 
whom they are entruſted. F ; | 

Sixthly, 1 come in the Laſt Place to Apply this Doctrine. 

U/e 1. I ſhall in the firſt Place, draw ſome Inferences from this 
Doctrine, by way of Instruction. And, | 

1. It follows from this Doctrine, that Miniſters ought to be Men of 
competent Abilities, There is a great Truſt committed to them, 
therefore they ought to be duely Qualified for the Management of 
it. I ſhall venture to ſay, that nothing can be of more Dangerous 
Conſequence to the Church of GOD, than the entruſting the Mat- 
ters of His Honſe to Unqualified Men. They ought to be well Skil- 
led in the Myſteries of the Goſpel, and in the Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of the Houſe of GOJ, and Men of great Piety, Zeal, 
Prudence, and Faithfulneſs. The Apoſtle hath a Word to this pur- 
poſein x Theſſ. 2. 4. We were allowed of GOD to be put in Truſt with 
the Goſpel. The Word rendred allowed, ſignifieth to be approven and 
juaged fir. Before a Man be put in Truſt with the Goſpel, Inquiry 
is firſt ro be made, and Tryal taken, if he be fitted by the LORD 
for ſo great a Truſt. They ſhould be Fazthful Men, to whom Mi- 
niſters commit what is entruſted to them, 2 Tim. 2. 2. And they 
ſhould Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 1 Tim. 5. 22, It is true, 
the N Be: 7b of the Church may be gieat; But as we uſe to ſay, 
that is ſoon enough, that is well enough. Indeed the beſt of us have 
reaſon to Bluſh, when we conſider, how unfit we are for this great 
Truſt; Yet there ought to be a Competency of Gifts and Abili- 
ties, and we have great Cauſe to give all Diligence to increaſe 
our Gifts. 

2. It follows from this Doctrine, chat 1e is not in the power of Mi- 
niſters, to Demitt the Exerciſe of their Miniſtery at their pleaſure, For 
they are entruſted, by the LORD JESUS, with the Goſpel, and 
the Precious Souls of People. As they did not take this Truſt upon 


them, ſo they may not lay it down at their pleaſure. It is a Truſt 


committed to them, and N upon them, by che Authority of 
2 | the 
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the LORD FESUS, which'obligeth'them' to eontimwe their Faith. 
fulneſs and Diligence, till their Great Lord and Maſter come and 
take their Accompts, 1 7. 4. 16. Take heed unto 1, elf, and un. 
to thy Doctrine: Continue in them Theſe Words, continue in then 
are to be referred, not only tothe Words immediately proceeding, but 
to ver. 13. and 14. Where the Apoſtle exhorts him, and all Miniſters 
to Diligence in the Duties of their Function. So that it is not in 
the Power of Miniftersto diſcontinue or demitt the Exerciſe of their 
Miniſtery at their pleaſure. Nor is it in the Power of any Man, 
nor of any Society of Men in he World, to accept of ſuch a De- 
miſſion from a Miniſter, or to Looſe him from the great Truſt, 
that is bound upon him by the Authority of Chriſt. Let this de. 
rogates nothing from that Power and Authority, wherewith the 
Lord Jeſus harh inveſted the Officers of the Church, in their laws 
ful Judicatories and Aſſemblies; to Try, Judge, and Cenſure, even 
to Depofirion,fuch Miniſters as are either Ignorant, or Erroneous, or 
Scandalous, or Supinely Negligent, or nottourly Unfaithf.I in the 
great Truſt committed to them. Therefore, we are to remember, 
that although Miniſters have their Commiſſion ſolely from Jeſus 
Chriſt; yet it is by the Intervention of Men, who are by the Loi 
Jeſus. conſtitute fades of their Miniſterial Abilities and Qualif- 
cations. W | why | 
3. It followeth from this Doctrine, that the Office of the Miniſtery 
is very Honourable, There is a Great and Honourable Truſt annex- 
ed to ir. Whatever our Perſons are, yet ye mult give us leave to 
magnify our Office, Rom. 11. 13. Miniſters are engaged in a Glort 
ous Service. They are entruſted with the glorious Goſpel, with 
the precious Jewels of Chriſt's Crown, with his Royal Prerogatives, 
with the Weighty Matters of His Houſe and Kingdom, and the 
precious Souls of People. Such an Honour was never conferred on 
any Angel. The. Ambaſſadours, the Stewards, the T reaſarers of great 
Kings and Princes, are Perſons of great Honour, and have an He- 
nourable Truſt : But Minilters are the great Tr7«/tzes of the Greatelt 
Monarch that ever was, even of him who is the KIN of Ming, 
and LORD of Lords, They are his Ambaſſadors, 2 Cor. 5. 20. His 
Stewards, 1 Cor. 4. 1. His Treaſurers, 2 Cor, 4, 7. The Things 
they are entruſted with, are Things deareſt to Chriſt in all ” 
World, 
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World and Things of greateſt Concernment to his Glory. The high- 
eſt Truſt ia the World cannot paralel this. Hence the Apoſtle ex- 
horts People to effrem them wry big bly in Love for their Works ſake, 
1 Theſſ. 5. 13. Many thinkthe Office of the Miniſtery too mean and 
baſe a Calling for their Children: But the beſt and chiefeſt of all 
your Family, is not good enough for ſuch an Honourable Truſt, 
which is the Greateſt that can be commitred to any Creature, 
4. It is alſo clear from this Doctrine, that the Miniſterial Work is 
iWork of great Labour and Difficulty, As the Truſt is Honourable, 
ſo is it Weighty. The Things committed to our Truſt are of great 
Worth and Value: There is great Danger of miſcarrying in the 
Management of this Truſt, whether we look within, to our own 
Hearts; or tothe many Difficulties and Diſcouragements, Oppoſiti- 
ons and Temptations we have to wreſtle with from without: And 
Miſcarriages here, are of Dangerous ' Confequence, both to our 
own Souls, and to the Souls of People. So that there is a great 
deal of Holy Care and Solicitude, Diligence and cloſs Application, 
required in the Management of this Truſt. The Work of Preaching 
alone, is a very uptaking Work, enough to take up all a Man's 


Time and Study; that he may Preach ſcaſonably and ſutably to the 


various caſes and Conditions of Souls; that he may find cut accep- 


table Words, and wrelt e with GOD for his Direction, Aſſiſtance, 


and Bleſſing, and be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, &c. yet there 


is a great deal of other work required ot Miniſters, in the diſcharge 


ofthe great Truſt committed to them; And they are enjoined not 


only to do it, hut to do it well, with much Holy Care, Diligence, 


Sincerity, Zeal; and Faithfulneſs. O what Labour and Difficulty 


there is here! Hence it is that many of GOD'S Faithful Servants 
have undertaken this Work with much Trembleing, and Reluctancy: 
As Meſes, Exod. 4.13. Send I pray thee by the hand of him whom thou 
wilt ſend, And Jeremiah, Jer. 1. 6. Ah, LORD GOD, behold, I 


cannot ſpeak, for I ama Child, And the Ay oſtle cryes out, and ſurely 


we have far more Reaſon, who is ſufficient for theſe things? 2 Cor. 


2. 16. 


5. We ſee from this Doctrine, That Miniſters are great Objects of- 


Chriſtian Pity and Compaſſion, To clear this. 


Cr.) Conſider: 
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( 1.) Conſider the greatneſs and weight of this Truſt that is com: 
mitted to us. There ate no greater myſteries than theſe that are en. 
truſted to us. One Soul is of more value then Ten Thouſand Worlds 
and yet a great multitude of them are committed to every Miniſter. 

( 2.) Conſider whoand what we are, to whom thi- great Truſt is, 
committed. Weare but men, and theſe none of the Wiſeit and 
moſt Learned, in the eſteem of the World. We have no ſtronger 
Shoulders than ye have. We are frail weak men: Poor Earthen 
Veſſels; men of like Paſſions with you; ſubject to many Weakneſſes; 
Compaſled with Infirmities; And have a Body of Death in us a8 
well as ye have. 1 | 

(3.) Conſider the many Temptations, Difficulties, and Oppo. 
fitions we have to wreſtle with, both from Satan and the Wicked 
World, as well as from our own Hearts. Weare more the Butt of 
Satans Malice than ye are: He ſtands at our Right Hand to re. 
fiſt us. Rechar, 3. 1. We are the Eye-ſore of wicked and pro- 
phane Men. We are as a City ſet on an Hill: From what Auth 
ſoever "Temptations blow, they come on us. | 

(4.) Conder the ſtrict Accompt that will be required of us, 
when that time ſhall come, which haſtens apace, that we ſhall be 
no longer Stewards. 

Mell then, may not all this melt the Hearts of People into ten- 
der Compaſion? And, Oh, my very Reverend Bretheren, ſhall not 
all this aſtoniſh and awaken our own Hearts? The Lord himſelf 
pity us, and help us. There is not a greater Object of tender 
Pity and Compaſſion in all the World, than a poor Miniſter. 

6. From this Doctrine we may diſcover the reaſon why Satan ſets 
himſelf ſo much ag aint Miniſters, We have a great Truſt commit- 
ted to us; and Satan well knoweth how much depends upon the 
right or wrong Management of it. I heretore, we are ſubject to 
more Temptations, and have more Snares laid for us then ye have; 
yea ſuch Temprations, that ye who are People are not acquainted 
with. The Devil ſhoots moſt at honeſt . Miniſters, becauſe they | 
are ſet for the defence of the Goſpel. Phil. 1. 17. Like Soul. * 
diers in the Front of the Battel, that have all the Bullets flying 7 
about their Ears. We are not ignorant of his Devices, ſays the . 
Apoſtle. 2 Cor. 2, 11. But who knoweth all the Devices that Sa- p00 


tan 
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tan uſeth againſt Miniſters. He ſometimes ſeeketh to Diſcourage 
us, ſo that we are, like Jonah, ready to run away from our Charge. 
He Tempts us, ſometimes to Pride, Selffeeking, and Ambitious 
Affectation, that we may fall into the Condemnation of the 
Devil; Sometimes to Seltconceit and Selfconfidence, that he may 
weaken our Truſt and Dependence on our Bleſſed Malter; Some- 
times to Untfaithfulneſs and Luke warmneſs in the matters of God: 
And ſometimes to Imprudent Management in our Maſters Work, 
G. And O, what corrupt matter there is in us for his Tempta- 
tions to work upon! The Lord pity us. 

We ſee from this Doctrine, what is the chief Qualifieation, 
required in Goſpel. Miniſters, and that is Faithfulneſs. Faithfulneſs 
reſpects Truſt. Such as have a great Truſt, muſt ſee to it that they 
be Faithful. The two principal Qualifications, required in God's 
Steward, are Wiſdom and Faithſulneſs. Luk. 12, 42. But Faith- 
fulneſs hath the preheminence, x Cor. 4. 2. Moreover it is re- 
quired in Stewar''s, that a man be found Paithful, Other things are re- 
quired alſo, but this chiefly. Our great Lord and Maſter was u pas 
tern to us in this, He was Faithful toHim that appointed Him. Heb. 
z. 2. And it was Moſ s his great Commendation, He was Faithful in 
all God's Houſe, as a Servant. V. 5, Hence Miniſters are Exhorted 
to committ what is entruſted to them, to Faithful Men. 2 Tim. 2, 2. 
And the Apoſtle Paul bleſſeth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that He compted 
him Faithful, putting him into the Miniſtery, 1 Tim. 1. 12. Faith. 
falneſs is a very comprehenſive Qualification. Though we have 
not ſo much Learning, nor ſo great Natural or acquired Parts, as 
other Men have; Yet if wee be Faithful to Chriſt Jeſus, this will 
ſupply many wants. What this Far/bfulneſs is, wherein it conſiſts, 
and how it muſt be qualified, is not proper for me to diſcourſe of at 
this time: And I hope ſome of them have not loſt your ſweet Sa- 
vour and Reliſh ofa very worthy Diſcourſe ye heard to this purpoſe, 
a few Years ago, trom theſe Words in 1 Cor. 4, 2. 

Vſe 2d. I ſhall next improve this Doctrine, by way of Exhor- 
tztion; And I give a threefold Exhortation from it. 

Firſt, My Firſt Exhortation is to you who are the People. And 


1. Have pity upon us, O our Friends, We are not Angels, but 


poor frail Men: And we have a weighty Truſt, for your Souls, 
that 


a 3 y + 4% 
Y „ - P 


34 ASE RMO N. 
that will ſink our Souls Eternally, if we be not Faithful. There. 
fore, in my Maſters Name, and in the Name of all my Reverend 
Bretheren I call for (and if I could, I would beg «with Tears) your 
tender Chriſtian Pity and Compaſſion. 

2. Pray for us. How often doth the Apoſtle Paul call for this 
from theſe to whom he Writes: And ifhe had need of the Prayers 
of People, ſurely we have far more. Our Faithfulneſs in this great 
Truſt, depends on the Influence of God's Grace, and the Help of 
his Spirit; And our Succels in the management thereof, depend; 
upon His Bleſſing. O then, Pray, Pray, that we may obtain Mer. 
cy of the Lord, to be Diligent and Faithful, and that he would 
Bleſs and Proſper His own Work in our Hands. Ye never Pray 
better for your ſelves, then when ye Pray to purpoſe for your Mi. 
niſters. 5 5 ep 

3. Help us. O, what can we do? may ye ſay, Very much, 
Take great care of your own Souls; be careful of the Souls of your 
Children and Servants; and ſtrive together for the Faith of the Gof. 
pel: And then ye make or Maſters Work the eaſier to our Hand, 

4. Carry toward us as the Truſties and Stewards of the Lord Jeſus, 
Receive the Meſſage that we are entruſted to deliver; ſtudy a 
chearful Submiſſion and Subjection to all Chri/ts Ordinances; and 
look on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as your Party. 

Second: My Second Exhortation is to ſuch of you as intend the Mi. 
niſtery, whether Students or Probationers. 

1. Conſider what a weighty Truſt ye are deſigning to undertake; and 
ſit down and compt the Coſt, how ye will be able to go through 
with it. It is a great Truſt, a Truſt formidable to the very Angels: 
And ye had need to conſider of it aforehand, that when once ye 

have put your Hand to God's Pleugh, ye may not not look back 
again; and that ye may enter on this great Truſt, with much Holy 
Fear and Trembling, a Holy Diffidence of your ſelves, a deep ſenſe 
of your own utter Inſufficiency for the Management of it, and a 
humble Derendance on the Lord Jeſus, Yet N 

2. Let not the Conſideration of the greatneſs and weight of this Tru 
diſcourage you. For, if ye ſingly deſign the Glory and Honour of 
God, the Advancement of the Mediators Kingdom, and the Edifi- 
cation and Salvation of the Souls of people; Then know, that ye are 

| 10 
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to ſerve a Good Maſter, who hath promiſed to be with you, to Fur- 
niſh, Aſſiſt and Bleſs you; And ye are to ſerve Him in a Glorious 
and Good Work, which being Faitchfully managed through Grace, 
will yeild you the ſweeteſt Peace, and the greateſt Re ward, of 
any other Work in the World. 

3. Be Diligent to attain a large meaſure Fl theſe Gifts and Graces, 
that are neceſſary for the right management of ſo great a Traſt, Search 
the Scriptures. Study the good word of Goa, that it may dwell 
Richly in you. Get much experience of the Truths of God upon 

ur on Heart. Ply your Studies hard. Be much in Prayer; For 
the God of all Grace can make all Grace abound to you. Study 
Faithfulneſs in employing your Talents for God, as ye have a Call 
and opportunity; For if ye be not Faithful in little, ye will never be 
Faithful in much. And laſtly, converſe much with God, and with 
your own Hearts. 

- Third: In the third place, I turn my ſelf to you my very Reve- 
reud Bretheren and Fathers. Though I be the moit unworthy; yet 
may I venture upon a word of Exhortation to you, in the Diſcharge 
of this Truſt, which ye your ſelves, in your Maſters Name, have 
a put upon me? But I need make no Apology to you, who teach 
others, to regaird the Meſſage more than the Meſſenger. There. 
tore I proceed. Da | 
. 1. Let us ſee here, and Tremble; O, let us Tremble at the great 
Truſt that is committed to us, and the heavy Charge depoſited in our 
Hands! O, what Ground there is for much Holy Trembleing ! 


Thoughts of this great Fruſt, that we may have a deep ſenſe of the 
great weight of it upon our own Hearts. 

2. Let us often refl:ct on our Management of this great Truſt, I 
am confident that many of my Reverend Bretheren can refled on 
their Management in the Work of the LORD With ſome Comfort, 
and have the Teſtimony of a good Conſdience, bearing Teſtimony 
totheir Faithfulneſs in the main: But Oh, have not all, even the 
beſt of us, much Reaſon to Reflect with Shame, Greive and Sor- 
row, on our great and many Failings and Shortcomings ? Have we 
not often diſhonoured our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, when we were 
called to glorify Hun? Have we not given many wrong touches 
to the Ark of God, either through our Luke-Warmneſs and Indiffe- 
rency 


Let us be often thinking, yea let us have deep and ponderous 
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rency, or through our imprudent management? Have we not often 
wronged poor Souls, or denyed that help to them, that we ought 
and might have given? What Reaſon have we to Pray with 
the P/a/mi3t, though with a different ſenſe and meaning. P/al. 51. 
14. Deliver me from Blood gailtineſs, O God, thou God of my Salvati. 
on. The Lord cleanſe us from the Guilt of the Blood of Souls. Oh, 
let us lament the Sins of our Miniſtery. Let every man of us ſearch 
and try his own Heart and Way. 

3. Let us take heed to whom we commit this great Truſt, Let us 
commit the ſame to Faithful Men, 2 Tim. 2. 2. Let us not betray 
the Intereſt of our Bleſſed Maſter into the Hands of vnfaithful men. 
Let us entruſt them to none, but ſuch of whom we have ſufficient 
ground to beleive, that they will be faithful to Jeſus Chriſt. 

4. Let us take heed that we do nothing unworthy. of our place and 
Office, Tale heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy Doctrine 1 Tim. 4. 16. 
Take heed to your Words and Actions, that you ſay and do no- 
thing, that may be diſhonourable to the Lord Jeſus, or blemiſh the 
Dignity of your Office. Study to be like Your Maſter, and to ap- 
pear like the Truſties and Stewards of Chriſt, This will make way 
for your eſteem, though ye may be mean for Birth, and young for 
Age. Let no man deſpiſe thy gouth. 1 Tim. 4. 12. Oh, Let us not 
be a Dilgrace to our dear Lord and Maſter, and let us not bringa 
Blott upon our Office; I et us have the Dignity of our Office al- 
wayes1n our Eye, that we may not ſtain it by any baſe and un- 
worthy Practice. 

Let us Study much Holy Boldneſs and Confidence in the work of the 
Miniſtery, We have Chris own Call and Commiſſion to be em- 
ployed therein. The Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 
meat of che Houſe of God, andthe precious Souls of People, are 
committed to our Truſt, by Him that hath Soveraign Power and Au- 
thority inthe Church ; And to Him we muſt give an Account. 4m- 
baſſadors and Stewards are bold and confident, in the managementot 
Things committed to their Truſt. They Act | boldly, whocan 
{hew the King or. Queens Commiſſion. How much more may we be 
bold inthe Lord, who have our Commiſſion from him that is higher 
than ihe Higheſt? While weare about the Dutys of our Office, and 
keep within the compaſs of our Calling, we need not be afraied of 
being eſteemed Intruders. Therefore, let the Rememberance of 


Our 
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our Truſt animate us to our Duty, and encourage us againſt all te 
Dangers to which we may be expoſed, and all the Oppoſitions and 
unjuſt Reflections, we may meet with from Wicked Men, as if we 
took too much upon us. | 

6. Let us ſee to it, that we keep that which is committed to our Truit, 
This brings me to. 
The Second Doctrine, That, it is the neceſſary and indiſpenſible 


Duty of all Goſpe!-Miniſters, to keep that which Chriſt hath com- 
mitted their 1raſt. 


2 Tim. 1. 14. That good Thing which was committed auto thee, keep, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, which awelleth in as. 
Here I ſhall ſhew. | 
i. In what reſpects me mu#t keep them. 
2. By what means we muſt keep them. 
3. In what manner weſhould keep them. 
4. in we ſhould keep them. 
And Laſtly, I ſhall Apply the Doctrine. 

Firit. In mhat Reſpects muſt we who are Miniſters keep theſe Things 
that are committed to our Truſt, | 5 

1. We muſt keep them 7hat they be not loſt or taken away. 

(1.) We mult keep the Precious Souls of People, by defending 
them from Ravening Wolves; from Satan who ſ{eeketh to devour 
and make a Prey of them; And from his Miniſters, Hereticks and 
Prophane Perſons, who are ready to draw them away to their per- 
nicious Wayes: By reclaiming them from their Wanderings, and 
bringing them home to Jeſus Chriſt. Ezek. 34. 4. | 

(2.) We muſt keep the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment of the Houſe of God, and ice that none ofthe precious Intereſts of 
Chriſt be loſt. 1. We muſt not give them away. We muſt not 
betray any of Chriſts Intereſts into the Hands of his Enemies, upon 
any account. 2. We muſt not {utter them to he taken away by 
others, by Hereticks, Sectarics, Eraſtians or Perſecuters. We mult 
not let the Goſpel go, nor the Ordinances, nor any of the precious 
Truths of God; Nor ſuffer any of the Royal Prerogatives of Chri/f 
to be ſilently invaded. To this purpoſe our Lord ſpeaketh to 
the Miniſters, as well as the Profeſſors of the Churches. Rev. 2. 24, 
25. But unto you, Iſay, and unto the reſt in Thyatira, - — I will put 
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n jou none other Barden; but that which ye haue already, hold faſt tilt 
"Fg Rev, 3. 3. Remember how thou bot received, 225 ras and 
hold faſt. and v. 11. Hold that faſt which thon haſt, that no man take 
th Cromn. And ſaith the Apoſtle to Timothy, and to all Goſpel Mi. 
niſters in him. 2 Tim. 1. 13* Hold fait the form of found Words. 
We muſt not let one hoof of Truth go. Though Devils and 
wicked Men ſhould muſter up all their Forces, to pull the Truths 
and Intereſts of Chri# trom us; yet we muſt hold all faſt, We 
muſt not ſuffer any of the precious Intereſts of Chriſt to be loſt or 
taken away, neither through our Negligence, or Unfaitfulneſs, or 
undue Silence, or Lukewarmneſs, in the matters of God; nor j et 
by unſeaſonable venting of things, or imprudentmanagemeat of our 
Truſt. | 
2. We muſt keep the Things entruſted to us, that they be not 
corrupted. And | | 

(1.) We muſt keep the Precious Souls of People, that they be not 
Infected or Corrupted, by Errors, orprophane and vicious Practices, 
and rhe infection of bad Examples. We mult labour to get all theſe 
within our Charge, ſo brought to Chri/f, and preſerved in Him, 
that they may be preſented perfect in him at the laſt Day. Col. 1, 
28. And preſented as chaſt wirgins to Chriſt, 2 Cor. 11. 2. 

(2.) We muſt keep the Doctrine pure, that it be not Adulte- 
rated or Corrupted by Error; nor embaſed or moltifyed, by cor- 
rupt and unworthy mixtures, to makeway for the Complyance of any 
Difſenting Party. God hates and abhorres ſuch mixtures, whereby 
Men halt between God and Baal, and Truth is made to ſpeak half 
inthe Language of Aſbdod and half in the Language of Canaan. 

( 3.) We ſmuſt keep God's Worſbip and Ordinencer pure, that they 
be not Coriupted by Human Inventions; and that nothing be 
brought in or uſed, as a part of Worſhip, which is founded on the 
Commands of Men. 

(3. We muſt keep the Diſcipline and Government of the Houſe 
of God, that they be not Corrupted, by Mens Foyſting in any 
Thing, that is not agreeable to the patern laid down in the Word; 
And that there be no ſwerving from the Laws of Chriſt, in the Go- 
vernment of the Church; nor any Encroachment upon the Rights 
and Priviledges of the Church, in the Exerciſe thereof. 
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Setond: Let us ee in the next place, by what means we who ae 
Mini#ters muſt keep theſe Things thut are committed to our Truſt. We 
muſt keep them, E . 
1. By watching ovir all the Things entruſted to us, We muſt 
watch over the Souls of our People. Heb. 13. 17. For this 'End 
we ſhould ſtudy to know and be acquainted -with-every perſon 
within our Charge, if poſſibly we can; And watch over every one 
of them, and inquire into their State; and ſtudy to know, ſo much 
as is poſſible, their Inclinations, Converſations, Sins, Temptations 
they are lyable unto, and the Dangers to which they are expoſed. 
Prov, 27. 23. Be thou diligent to know the ftate of thy Flocks, and 
look well to thy Herds, And we muſt watch over ull the Affairs of the 
Houſe of God, and obſerve what Dangers threaten them. We muſt 
at the part of Watchmen and Overſeers. We ſhould be full of 
Eyes, like the Living Creatures about the Thron, to fee before us 
and behind us. 6-4 | 
2. By giving faithful warning of approaching Danger. We muſt, 
give Warning of Dangers that threaten particular Souls, and that to 
every man, ſofar as poſſible. Coll. x. 18. Whom me preach, -warn- 
ind every man. We muſt warn them of the Snares and Temptations 
ofthe Times, and of their Danger by Sin. Esel. 33. 7, 8. And 
we muſt give warning to People of Dangers that threaten the 
Church, and the Intereſts of Religion. We muſt not be dumb 
Dogs, when Theeves attempt to Rob the Houſe of God. If any Sin 
in a Miniſter be unpardonable ( ſaith a Reverend Divine) it is 
ſilence. 31 74 75 
By a conſcient ious Adminiſtration of all Goſpel Ordinances, accord- 
ing to Chriſts Inſtitution; As Stewards diſpence needful proviſion 
to the Family. Particularly by Preaching the Goſpel; And that 
(1) Faithfully. Delivering nothing but what we have in Com- 
miſſion from Chriſt, that we may be able to ſay, my Dottrin is not 
mine, but his that ſent me. Joh. 7. 16. And delivering all we have 
in Commiſſion, even he whole Counſel of God Att. 20. 27. With- 
holding nothing for Fear or Favour, that is for the Edification'of the 
people. AZ. 20. 20. 0 


” 


(2.) Freely. We muſt not enſlave or impriſon the Truth, by 


our ſinful Silence. 2 I im. 2.9. I ſuffer troable as an evil Doer, even 
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unto Bonds; but the Word of God is not bound. We muſt freely tell 
People their Sins; and thunder out the Judgemenrs of God, againſt 
ſleepy and ſecure Sinners. 1/a. 58. 1. | 
68.) Plainly. High ſtrains of Witt, and Rhetorical Flovuriſhes 
do not become the Gravity of a Miniſter. We muſt be ſhining 
Lights Job. 5. 35. We ſhould Preach to the Capacities of the 
People; and ſo plainly, as we may Preach Convincingly to the 
Hearts and Conſciences of our Hearers. 1 
(4) Azzloufly, We ſhould be, not only ſhining, but barnins 
Lights Joh. 5. 35. Cold Preaching is dead and lifeleſs Preaching, 
We {hould Preach with Zeal and Affection, as having Experience 
of the Truths we Preach in our own Hearts. 
5.) + Seaſonably. As wile Stewards, we muſt give theſe in our 
Maſters Family their portion of meat in due ſeaſon. Luk. 12. 42. yet 
Truths, may be Seaſonable, when carnal Reaſon, and the Intereſts 
of the Fleſh ſay they are not. In this Senſe, we muſt be inſtant 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon. 2 Tim. 4. 2. Let us always think what 
Chriſt Himſelf would ſay, if He were to Preach in our Pariſh. 
6.) Boldly. We read often ofthe Apoſtles, their Preaching bo'd- 
ly in the name of Chriſt. It is moſt unſuitable for the Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, to fear the face of Man, Jerem. 1. 17. Ezek; 2.6. and 3, 
8, 9. We have Gods promiſe for our Protection and Deliverance, 
in the faithful Diſcharge of our Duty. Jerem. 1. 8. Be not afrayed of 
their Faces, for I am with thee to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord. 

4. By confuting and convinceing Gain-ſayers. Tit. 1. 9. When &- 
ther Hereticks, or Prophane Perſons, gain · ſay and contradiQ the 
Truth; We muſt not be filent, but reſiſt them that reſiſt the Truth, 
that it may go away a Conquerour, though it be againſt Kings, Princes 
and Rulers. We muſt drive away the Wolves, and not only eſtabliſh 
the Truth, but oppoſe Errors and Hereſies. Like Nehemiaſhs Build- 
ers, with one Hand we muſt work, and with another hold a W# 

on. 
8 5. By watching and improving all opportunities to do good to Souls, 
and to advance the Intereits of Chriſt. 2 Tim. 4. 2. Be inſtant in ſeaſon, 
out of ſeaſon, All opportunities muſt be improven, for inſtructing 
the Ignorant, awakening the Secure, ſtrengthening the Weak, 
healing the Sick, ſupporting the Tempted, comtorting the n 
e ed, 
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On 1 Tim. 6. 20. 3 ¹ 
d, confirming the Strong, and ſtudying to promoye the increaſe and 
exerciſe of their Graces. And all Opportunities muſt be improven 
for promoving, all the Intereſts and Concerns of the Houſe of God. 
When Providence puts a fair Opportunity in our hand, if we let it 
ſip, it may be of Lamentable Conſequence. Eccleſ. 8. 6, Becauſe to 
wery purpoſe there is Time and Judgemeut, therefore the miſery of Man is 
rat upon him. We may eaſily loſe ſuch an opportunity, the like 
whereof may hardly, it ever be recovered. 137g. ain 
6. By committing the Things Entruſted to us, to other Faithful Men; 
That when we are Dead, theſe Things may not periſh with us, 2 
Tim. 2. 2. I touched at this already. TY MI 770 
7, By meeting together, in lan ful Juditatories and Aſſemblies, to 
conſult, Vote, and Determine, according to to the Word, in theſe Things 


ro 


ir concern the glory of God, and the Edification of the Church. This 
© WT muſt be made Conſcience of; And we muſt not look upon it as a 
S Thing Arbitrary, to attend theſe, Judicatories, or not, as we pleaſe. 
a Our Duty to meet together in Chiſt's Name, is plainly imblyed in 


that Promiſe, Matth. 18. 19, 20. If at any time we withdraw 
unneceſſarly, from theſe Judicatories of Chri/f whereof we are 


| Members, the prejudice that the Intereſts of Chriſt may poſſibly 
5 Wh ſtain, either through their Negligence, or their wrong Manage- 
„ nent, is juſtly chargeable upon us. | 


8. By a Holy unanimity in the matters of God, Mark . ult. Hive 
Salt in your ſelves, and Peace one with another. We ſhould endeavour 
a Holy Peace with all Men, much more with one another. We 
ſhould agree in the Matter we Preach, in Preaching the ſame Truths, 


he and preſſing the fame Duties. And there ought to be a ſweet Har- 
b. nony, and a Holy Unanimity, in our Endeavours to promote the 
> WT [ntereſts of our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter. This would render the 
ſh Miniſtery amiable, and commend it to the Conſciences of People: 
d. I: would alſo render cur Labours more Succeſsful : And our 
'& Strength and Safety lyeth in an Holy Union. It hath been often ob- 

ſerved that Satan and his Inſtruments have gained much, and that 
% dhe Intereſts of Chriſt have Suffered much Loſs, by fad Diviſions 
”, W -nooght Miniſters. | | 
92 9. By bearing public Teſtimony to the Truth and maysef God ag aint 
ang 


I Error and Sin, when it may be for the Glory of God, and the Edification of 
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32 ASERMON 
the Church. This is a Duty chiefly incumbent to Miniſters, upon 
the accompt of the great Truſt committed to them. We are Gy 
Witneſſes, and a Witneſs ſnould Declare what he knoweth, though 
before the greateſt of Men. Eſpecially let us bear witneſs to t 


Truth of the Word of Cheifts Patience, Rev. 3. 10. In all A ei 
is a Word of Chriſts Patience; So called, becauſe uſually the Croſs 


follows it, ſo that both Miniſters and Profeſſors who owne it, have 
great necd of Patience. There is ſuch a Word 3 Chriſt's Patient 
now: That Chrift is the ſole Ring and Head of h& Church; That he 
hath Inſtituted the Government of his Houſe; and appointed His 
own Officers for the Adminiſtration thereof, Pa#ors, Teachers, ang 
Ruling Elders; And that they derive their Power and Authority 
from Him alone, &c. Many ſnarle at, contradict, and malign 
theſe precious Truths; Though, bleſſed be God, the Supreme Powers 
keep a Reſtraint upon the Spirit of Perſecution : But if the Lad 
calls us to bear publick Teſtimony to them, we muſt not draw back, 
10. By frequent and fervent Prayer. Let us commit our ſelves, 
and the Souls of our People, and all the precious Intereſts of Chrif, 
unto. his own keeping; For if he keepthem not, all our Labour will 
be in vain. O!] let us be much in Prayer; and let us be fervent in 
it, ſtriving and wreſtling with God in ir hol We would ſpeed 
better, if we did Pray more. Some Miniſters of meaner Gifts arc 
more Succeſsful, not becauſe they Preach better, but Pray more. 
Third, I proceed to ſhew in what Manner we are to keep the Thins 
committed to our Tru#t, 5 
1. We muſt keep them with Diligence and cloſs Application, 1 Tin. 
4.15- Give thy ſelf wholly to them. Our Truſt is ſo great and weigh: 
ty, and thereare ſo many Difficulties in the Management of it, that 
nothing doth more unbecome us, than Idleneſs, Sloth and Lazineſs, 
There 1s much Work ro take up our Time. I will not Condemn 
moderat lawful Recreation: Bur ſure Jam, there are ſpecial Obli- 
gations lying on us who are Miniſters, even beyond others, to be 
very thrifty of our Time; Becaule it is leſs our on; none in all 
our Paroch but have a ſhare in it. 3 | 
2. We muſt keep them with Holy Care and Solicitude. As the Care 
of all the Churches was upon Paal, 2 Cor. 11. 28. So, a Holy 
Care and Solicitude about the Intereſt of CHriſt, and the precious 


Souls 
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Souls of People, ſhould be upon the Heart of every Goſpel-Miniſter. 1 
Titus had an earneſt Care for the Good of the Corinthians, 2 Cor, 8. 5 
16. A Miniſter ſhould be a very thoughty Man, OI what will be. 
come of the Intereſts of Chriſt? What will become of ſuch a poor Soul? f 
We ſhould be careful even for theſe that do not care for themſelves. | 
3. We ought to keep them Ezrne/tly. Even private Chriſtians 
ſhould contend earnefily for the Truth, Jude verſe 3, Much more Mi- 
niſters. The Word in the Original Language ſignifies to Labour 
fervently, ſo as to put too all our Strength in the Contention, We 
muſt keep the Things entruſted to us, with all our Might and Vi- 
gour. Head, Heart and Hand, mult be ſet a work; There muſt 
be an earneſt and vehement Application of them, in the Manage- 
ment of our Truſt. So Tit. 1. 9. Holding faſt the faithful Word. 
The Word ſignifyeth to hold againſt 4 contrary Hold, as with both 
Hands. The Paſtors and Teachers of the Church ought to be good 
at Holding and Drawing. The Word allo ſignifyeth to be tenaci- 
ous, Though Miniſters ſhould be of a very yeelding Temper, in 
Things indifferent, for Peace ſake ; yet they ſhould be very tena- | 
cious in Points of Faith and Truth. [ 
4. We ought to keep them Tenderiy. As Men have a tender Care 1 
of their Jewels, that none of them be Loſt. We ſhould be Follow- 
ers of God, who keeps His People as the Apple of his Eye, Tach. 2.8. | 
We ſhould be very tender, leſt we diſhonour God, or wrong a poor [ 
Soul, or give the Ark of God a wrong Touch. .1 
5. We muſt keep what is entruſted to us Zygaloufly, Pauls Spirit 
was ſtirred in him, when he ſaw the City of Athens wholly given to Idola- 
try, Acts 17. 16. Miniſters ſhould be meek and merciful, but not 
tothe prejudice of Holy Zeal. In Chriſt there was a notable Con- 
junction of both; Learn of me, for I am meek, ſays he, Matthi. 1 1. 29. 
Yet how fall was he of Holy Zeal for the Houle of God, Joh. 2. 14. 
—-- 17, How Zealous was meek Moſes againſt the Idolatry of the 
Children of Hal. We ought to be Holily Impatient, When the 
ntereſts of Chriſt are in Danger. Neutrality and Indifferency in 
the Matters of God, is hateful in Profeſſors, much more in Miniſters. 
Let us remember how the Lord threatens the Miniſters, as well as 


y the Profeſſors of the Church of Laodicea, Rev. 3. 16, Becauſe thou 
E art. 
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| art Lnke-warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my 
| ene her | 
4 6. Let us keep the Things entruſted to us predenth, that we he. 
tray not our Truſt by our imprudent Management of it. I know, 
that as carnal Policy oft-rimes goeth under the name of Prudence; 
So Holy Prudence is oft-times named Carnal Policy. But the Affairs 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt have ſuch a great Intereſt in the Prudence 
of His Miniſters, that it is a pity that ever it ſhould ger ſo ill a name. 
Miniſterial Prudence is very conſiſtent with Faithfulneſs, Lake 12. 
42. Such as make an ontcry againſt Prudence, in the Manage. 
ment of the Affairs of the Church, do flee in the Face of the Lord 
Jeſus, who hath expreſly recommended it to his Miniſters. Math, 
10. 16. Behold, I ſend you forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves: Be 
he therefore wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. Prudence direQs 
to the uſe of the moſt proper Means in the fitreſt Seaſon. It is ne. 
ceſſary, to time our Contentions and Appearances for the Truth, 
and to Regulate the Manner of them. We may greatly wrong our 
Ma#ters Buſineſs, by our imprudent Management. Holy Prudence 
will teach us to obſerve all ſeaſonable Circumſtances in diſcoverin 
our ſelves for Jod; Elſe our Zeal may produce very hurtful Effects, 
| tothe Diſhonour of God, and the prejudice of the Intereſts of Reli- 
| gion. Yet we muſt take heed of forbearing neceſſary Duty, out of 
prudence, or being faint in che performance of it. 
k 7. Let us manage our Truſt Fairhfully, We muſt not let one 
hoof of Faith go, or one Soul periſh, if we can help it. Let us be 
faithful even in the leaſt Things; For he that is unfaithful in little, 
will be unfaithful alſo in much. We muſt not neglect the leaſt Du- 
ty, in its due and proper Seaſon, be the Hazard what it will. Again, 
we muſt be faithful, in aiming ſingly at the Honour and Intereſts 
of our great Lord and Maſter, the welfare of the Church, and the 
Salvation of Souls ; and not our own profit, Credit, or Honour. 
Joh. 7.18. He that ſeeketh his Glory that ſent him, the ſame is true, 
and no unriohteouſneſs is in him. O how eaſily doth ſelf wind init 
ſelf upon us! 
8. We muſt keep the Things entruſted to us Yaliantly, as fear- 

ing none but our Mafter, and nothing but Sin and Unfaithfulneſs. 
We mult not fear the Face of Man. Yalour and Courage becometh 


every 
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every common Sentinel, much more an Officer: Now Miniſters 
are as Officers in the Army. They are called to a Warefare. 2 
Tim. 2. 3. Thou therefore endure hardneſs, as a good Souldier of Chriit. 
Our Lords Commiſſion ſhould animate us with Holy Courage, Joh. 
1. 5, 6, 7. Let us not give way to our own Fears, but with an un- 
daunted Courage, make our Faces hard againſt the Faces of the wic- 
ked, Ezek. 3. 8, 9. 
We muſt keep what is entruſted to us conſtantihj. Young Mi- 

98 are uſually more warm and diligent, in the firſt years of their 
Miniſtery ; But oft: times become more cold and remiſs afterward. 
Hence the Apoſtle exhorts, 1 Tim. 4. 15, 16. Meditate on theſe 
Things, give thy ſelf wholly to them; ------- Continue in them. And he 
chargeth Timothy, and in him all Goſpel-Miniſters, to keep this 
Commandment without ſpot, unrebukeable, until the appearing 7 gur Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. 6. 14. Our Commiſſion is Originally and fun- 
damentally from Chriſt, and this Truſt is committed to us during 
Life ; Therefore having once put our hand to God's Plough, we 
muſt not look back, Rev. 2. 10. Keep up your Holy Care, Dili- 
gence, and Faithfulneſs, in well and wo, under all Changes and 
Caſualities, even in the Pace ot Death and Danger. | 

Fourth. I come to ſhew why we who are Miniiters ſhould thus keep the 
Things that are committed to our Truſt. I give theſe following Rea- 
ſons tor it. | 

1. Becauſe of the great Worth and Value of theſe Things that are en- 
traftedto us. They are well worth the keeping. The Sonls com- 
mitted to us are precious Souls; ſo precious, that no Quantity of Sil- 
ver, or Gold, or precious Stones, could ever amount to a ſufficient 
Price for their Redemption; No Price was ſufficient, but the Pre- 
cious Blood of Chri/t, x Pet. 1.18, 19. O! they are dear bought 
Souls. Again, the Truths committed to us, are precious I ruths: 
They are a Noble Treaſure, 2 Cor. 4. 7. Every Duſt of Truth is 
precious. The leaſt Truth, the leaſt Pearle in Chriſt's Crown, is of 
more Worth and Value than the Souls and Bodies of all Men. 

2. Becauſe, # is the Lord Jeſus Himſelf who hath eniru(ted theſe 
Things to us; Even he who is is the Xing of Kyjn2s, and Lord of 
Lords, who hath Suprem and Soveraign Authority in the Church. 
We will be Faithful to an Earthly Friend, and ſhall we not much 
| B:2 | more 


more be Faithful to Him? Shall. not His Authority have weight 
upon our Conſcience ? 1 
3. Becauſe the Faithful kecping of theſe things is of very great mg. 
ment. The right Management of this weighty Trafſt is of great 
concernment. 1. To the Glory of God, and the Honour of the 
Mediator Chri#. In this reſpect Titus, and other Faithful Mini. 
ſters, are called the Glory of Chriſt. 2 Cor. 8. 23. The Glory of 
God, and the Honour of Chriſt, are not ſo much concerned in the 
Government of Kingdoms: And ſhall not the Glory and Honour 
of the Lord be dear to us? 2. It is of great concernment to the 
Salvation of our own Souls. In doing this, thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf 
faich the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 4. 16. A Faithful Miniſter de. 
livers his own Soul. Ezek. 33. 9. When at firſt this great Truſt 
is committed to us, we promiſe to be Faithful, and do as it were 
lay our own Souls in pawn; But when we have through Grace 
been Faithful, then we take up the pawnd again. 3. It is of 
great concernment to the Salvation of the Souls of People. 1 Tim, 
4. 16. In doing this, thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear thee. 
Through the Bleſſing of God, our Faithfulneſs and Diligence ſhall 
not be altogether without Succeſs. Chriſt hath promiſed to be with 
us. Matt. 28. 20. F. 
Becauſe of the many Hazards and Dangers to which theſe Thing, 
entruſted to us are expoſed. - There are Enemies that ly in wait, and 
watch all Opportunities and Advantages, to ruin Souls, and to rob 
them and us of all the precious Intereſts of the Goſpel. Satan, that 
roaring Lion, the red Dragon, the Deſtrover of Souls, that potent 
maliciovs and fubrile Enemy, hath many Stratagems to Catch, En- 
ſnare and Ruin Souls. Epheſ. 6. 12. And he hath many bad 
Inſtruments, Hereticks, Seducers, and other Enemies, who are 
of the great and wiſe Men of the World, and are reſtleſs in their 
Enmity againſt, and Oppoſition to the Truth. 

5. Becauſe of the Solemn Charge Miniſters are under, to manage 
their Triſt Diligently and Faithfully. I ſhall only read three Scrip- 
tures, where the Spirit of God ſpeaketh to all Goſpel-Miniſters. 1 
Tim. 5. 21. and 6. 13, 14. 2 Tim, 4. 1. 

6. Becaule of the aang tous conſequence of a Miniſters Vee ligente 
and Vnjaiibfuineſs, in the great Truſt committed to them, O] let us 


| keepthat Which is commured to our Truſt, It will be ſad if wy 
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do not keep it. Our Unfaithfulneſs will have many fad Effects and 
Conſequents ; It will be highly diſhonourable to God and Chriſt, 


bring a fad Blot upon our Office, be Deſtructive to the Souls of 


people, and prove Fatal to our own Souls. | | 

Fifth. I ſhell in the laſt place, Apply this Doctrine in One 
Uſe tor Exhortation. My wery Reverend and Dear Bretheren, 
Seeing theſe Things are ſo, let us keep that which our Lord 
Jeſus hath committed to our Truſt: And let us keep it with Di- 
ligence and cloſs Application, with Holy Care and Solicitude, with 
Holy Zeal and Prudence, and with Coftancy amt Perſeverance. 
We may meet with conſiderable Difficulties,” and much Oppoſition 
in our Way; There may be old Tugging by the Devil and his In- 
ſtruments, before we go off the Stage of Time. But let us be Faith- 
ful ro cur Dear Lord and Maſter, who will rake it kindly, when 
our Zeal for Him is enflamed by Oppoſition. Let us be ready, 
through Grace, to run all Hazards, that we may keep what He 
hath entruſted to us. Oh, that we were of the Apoſtle Pauls Tem- 
per Act. 20. 24. None of theſe things move me, (ſays he ). neither 
compt I my life dear unto my ſelf, ſo. that I may finiſh my courſe with Joy, 
and the Miniſtery, which I have received. of the Lord Jeſus, to reſtify rhe 
Goſpel of the Grace of God, The Faithful Minifters of 'Chrift have 


put their Lives in Hazard, that they might be Faithful to Him: Vea, 


many of Chriſts Faithful Miniſters, have in all Ages, actually ſof- 
fered Death bes Nen for their Faithfulneſs. Let us chen 
compt it an abundant Recompence for the loſs of Life, if our Bleſſed 
Maſter get Glory and Honour by it. Phil. 1. 20. 

I ſhall here offer ſomethings that may be of Ule, through Grace, 
to excite and ſtir up our Hearts to this great and neceſſary Duty; 
And then I ſhall ſhut up this Diſcourſe with ſome Uirections, 

Fir(t. For exciting and ſtirring up our ſelves to keep what 
Chriſt hath committed to our Truſt, Let us conſider theſe Things. 

1. Let us conſider What theſe Things iare that are entruſt d to us, 
O, what a Truſt is it that we have undertaken! And ſhall we be 
Unfaithiul in the management of ii? Have we the Stewardſhip of 
Goa's own Family, and ſhall we neglect it? Shall we be. careleſs of 
the precious Truths of God, and ot the precious Souls of People? 
Shall we ſce any of che precious Truths of God aſſaulted or falling to 
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the Ground, and be ſilent ? Shall we ſee the precious Souls of out 
People driven to the bottomleſs Pit, and not beſtirr our ſelves to 
prevent their Eternal Ruin? God forbid. 

2. Let us conſider the Spiritual Obligations we are under to keey 
what is entruited to us. And 1. We are, obliged to this, by our 
own voluntary Undertaking and Engagement. No Maa forced 
us to be Miniſters; So that even common Honeſty binds us to he 
true to our Truſt. 2. God hath beſtowed Gifts upon us, for this 
very end, to fit us for the management of this great Truſt, 2 Cop, 
3. 5, 6. ---=--- Oar ſufficiency is o God, who hath made us able Mi. 
niſters of the New Teſtament. And- ſhall we not Faithfully employ 
our Mafters Talents in His own Service? 3. Let us conſider the 
obligation lying upon us, with reſpe& to Poſterity. We are 
Truſtees for the Generations yet to come: Therefore in pity to the 
poor Poſterity, we ſhould keep the Goſpel, and the Ordinances, 
2nd all the precious Truths of Goa, and tranſmit the fame to them, 
that the Generations yet to come may Serve the {fame God, and enjoy 
theſame Faith and Goſpel. Our Godly Anceſtors did Faithfull 
keep what God entruſted to them, and did contend Zealouſly and 
Valiantly for the Truths and Intereſts of Jeſus Chriſt. and did tranſ- 
mit the {ame to us Sealed with their Blood: And if we in this Ge- 
neration ſhall fuffer theſe precious Intereſts ro flip through our 
Fingers, then the Generations yet to come may riſe up and curſe us. 
Conſider, That 4s we keep what Chriſt hath entruſted to us, ſo 
will He keep us. Rev. 3. 10. Beecauſe thou haſt kept the word of my Pe- 
tience, I alſo will keep thee from the hour of 1 emptation, &c, There may 
be a ſad Hour of Temptation coming, to try them that dwell on the 
Earth; And as we keep the Truths and Intereſts of Chriſt, ſo will 
He keep us in that Hour. Chrift hath committed great and preci- 


ous Things to our keeping, and we have committed our precious 
Souls to h:s keeping. 2 11m. 1. 12. Therefore, if we expect He 
ſhould keep faithſully what we have committed to Him, let us keep 
faithfully what he hath committed to us. Let us be true to Him, 
and we need not doubt, but He will be true to us. 


4. Let us conſider what great Encouragements we have to be faith» 
ful to our Truſt. And 


(I.) Our 


On ff. Tim. 6. 20. 39 g 
(i.) Our Relation to Chriſi, and His to us, doeth not only ho- [ 
nour, but ſecure us, if we be but faithful. We are His Trafties, 
His Stewards, St. And he that hath thus entruſted us, will certain- 
ly maintain us in „ ET ng THY | 
(2.) We havehis faithful promiſe to be with us, in the whole ll 
| ofour Management in His matters. Matt. 18. 20. Where two or three 
are gathered together iu my name, there am I in the midit of them, Matt. | 
28. 20. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the World. He | 
| will be with us. tofurniſh us with all neceſſary Gifts and Graces ; to | 
direct and guide us in the management of ſo great a Fruſt; to bleſs 
ö and proſper our faithtul, though weak, Endeavours; And to preſerve 
and uphold us amidſt all the Dangers, Tryals, and Oppoſitions we 
may meet With. O what an Antidote is this againſt our Fears and 
Diſcouragements? /. 41.10. Fear thou not, for I am with thee: Be 
) vot diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will #rengthen thee, yea I will help 
, thee, yea I will uphold thee with the Right Hand of my Righteouſneſs, 
If God be with us, then there are more with us then can be againſt 
us. We are Starrs in Chriſts right Hand, to preſerve us, if we be 1 
Faithful; So that all the Blaſts of Hell ſhall never be able to extin- | 
- W cuiſh us, ſo long as He hath uſe and ſervice for us. Jerem. 1. 19. 
They ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhall not prevail againſt thee: For I | 
an with thee, ſaith the Lord, to deliver thee. | 
(3.) Conſider Chriits Engagement with vs in our work. In 
keeping the precious Things committed to our Truſt, we are afſo- 
ciated with Him. He is the cheif Shepherd, 1 Pet. 5.4. And the 
cheif Miniſter of the Sanctuary, Heb. 8. 2. God hath entruſted Him, | 
2s Mediator with the Souls of His People, and with the Supreme | 
care andoverſight of all the matters of His Houſe. The Goveen- | 
ment is laid on his Shoulders. / 9, 6. So that we ſhare in Office | 
under Him. And as this is an high Honour, { it may ſupport us 
againſt theſe innumerable Diſcouragements we may meet with, 
and hearten us againſt our own Fears.  Chri# himſelt is engaged 
with us in our Work. We are not alone in it. 
It will be our great Glory and Honour to be true to our 
Truſt. Such a Glorious Truſt, and Faithfulneſs therein, will render 
our Condition truely excellent. Moſes was compted worthy of glory, 
for his faithfulneſs. Heb. 3. 2, 3, To be found faithful in keeping 
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what our Lord hath committed to us, will be truely Glorious. Thi; 
will obtain you a glorious Teſtimony from God himſelf. 

5 ). If we faithfully keep what God: cath entruſted to us, he 
will ſee to our Maintainance and T hrough-bearing. | God never fail. 
ed to provide for His faithful Servants. He provided a Widow 0 
feed Elijah; yea he commanded a Raven to feed Him, when ſor 
his Paitlifulneß, he was forced to Flee for his Life. Faithful Mini. 
ſters had a ſad time, under the Reign of Ahab; But God provided 
an Obadiah, who fed one hundred of them. We are Chrii”s Am. 
baſſadors; And it is not for a Princes Honour, to ſuffer his Ambatſ. 
ſadors to ſtarve. He hath promifed to ſat iat the Souls of His Priefl: 
with Fat neſs. Jerem. 3 1. 14. And he hath bidden his Miniſters, tak: 
no thought what they ſhall eat or drink. Matt. 10. 9 Let us not be anxi- 
ouſly careful what will become of us, or our poor Families. Let us 
be true to our Maſter, and the Lord will provide. 

(6.) Let us conſider hat ſweet Peace and Comfort our Faithful 
Management will yeild to us, eſpecially in the evil day. 2 Cor, 
1. 12. This is our rejoiceing, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, & c. In a 
day of diſtreſs, the Remembrance of this will give us a comfortable 
Teſtimony in our own Conſcience. And, O How will it comfort us 
at Death! When we are to launch forth into the Depths of Eternity, 
and mult preſently give up our Accompts, we will need ſomething 
to ſupport and bear up our Hearts then. How ſweet will it be 
when wecan ſay, Lord, I have finiſhed the work, thou gaveſt me to doe, 
And with Paul. 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. I have fought a good Fight, I have fir 
niſhed my Courſe, I hæve kept the Faith: Henceforth there islaid up for mt 
a Crounof Righteouſneſs. And fo mY: 

(7.) Let us conſider how Gloriouſly Chri# will Reward His 
Faithful Miniſters. 1 Pet. 5. 2. 3, 4. Feed the Flock of God which is 
among you RC. and when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a 
Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. There is an eſpecial Reward 
laid up for us, if we be true ro our Truſt. Dan. 12. 3. And they that 
be wiſe (or, as the word may be rendered, Inſtractors, or Teachers 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament; and they that turn mam 
10 Righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever, We diſhonour our 
great Maſier, when we are ſolicitous about any other Rs. 17" 

| 1 5. Let 
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7 On 1 Tim. 6. 20. | 41 
. [1 Let us conſider hom ſad it will be, if we do not make Conſcience of 


bei .mhat is entruſted to us. If we ſuffer any of theſe Things to 
pe loſt or taken away, or ſuffer them to be cori upted, through our 


e Vofaithfulneſs, or undue Silence; If we betray any of our Maſters 

ñatereſts; O, chis will come to a ſad accompt. For, 

0 01.) It will tend to our great ſhame and diſhonour. It is no 

* Glory to a Man, to have ſuch an Honourable Truſt committed to 

b bim, if he be Unfaithful in it: It will tend rather to his Reproach, 

d Contempt and Shame. Mal. 2. 8, 9. But ye are departed out of 

'- WH chewy: Te have cauſed many to ſtumble. at the Lam: Ye have corrupted 

WY Covenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord of Hoſt. Therefore, have 1 alſo 

„Fade 304 contemptible and baſe before all the People; according as ye have 

ke WH pot Leept my ways, but have been partial in my Law. Contempt is | 

me juſt Fruit of Unfaithfulneſs: And though Unfaithful Miniſters | 

Us may poſſibly get ſome Reſpect in this World; yet they ſhall have i 
anne but Shame and Confuſſion of Face, in the World to come. | 

ul (2) Unfaithfulneſs in the Management of this great Truſt, 

IT, will expoſe Miniſters to the heavy Wrath and Curſe of God. Mat. \ 

a 25. 30. And cait ye the unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs: There ar 

Ne ſhall j weeping and gnaſbing of Teeth. If there be any place in Hell | 

> Wh hotter than another, it will be the portion of Negligent, Un- | 

> Wl faithful, and Treacherous Miniſters. , Oh, let us conſider, that it is | 

5 much better to bear the Wrath of Man for the Faithful Diſcharge of 4 

, our Truſt, then to bear the Wrath of God for Unfaithful Manage- | 

5 ment therein. 178 8 I 8 , 3 * 12 3 | 

15 Second: I ſhall in the lait place, conclude this Diſcourſe by pro- | 


poſing ſome Things for our Birectio . „ 
1 1. Let us labour to get our Hearts deeply engaged in this Work, 
' To have our Thoughts and Deſires running on this, how we may 
” WI Diſcharge our Truſt Faithfully, The Apoſtle Paul had his Heart 
i lo much ſet upon this, that his very Life was not valued by him, 
"" WW when it ſtood in Competition therewith. Act. 20. 24. The more | 

our Hearts be ſet upon this, our Work, through Grace, will be 

FS] both the more eaſy and the more pleaſant. 13 
2. Let us raiſe in our Hearts high and noble thoughts, of the Excel- i 
lent and Glorious Ends of our Miniſtery ; The Glory of God, the Ho- 4 
nour of Chriſt, and the Salvation of Souls. O, is it not Admir i 
_ FP: 7 "WW "able "Þ 
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ASERMON. | 
able, that ſueh a great Lord, will imploy us d prUmoOting ſuch 
Glorious Ends? The great benetit that redounds to poor Souls, and 
the menifold. Glory that redonnds to G an the'Nietlintor, 
the Faithful Management of our Truſt, render our Work E. 
lent and Glorious. High and noble theughns' 6f theſe 1 hings, Will 
be of great uſe, to anſmat and qulcken our EU˙eavours. 

3. Let ns keep our Own Souls well. Our own precious Soul is com. 
mitted to our Trift ; Jet" us take care ot that in the fit place. We 
will never be Faithfal in kbepf ping the Song Of our People, nor in 
preſerving and maintainipg:the Intereſts of C, if we do not 
keep our own' Souls. Wil at bor be fatk'it wel have ground' toſay, 
r have] not 9 5 Cent. 1. B. As it fares withithe 
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Mine onn vinty 
Work'sf God im dur oon Souls, their” fare vritimarly witty our 
h Lee, gad Hh es of OA PT Memon 
4. Let ust Ke” eed f the es Ming in bur 
a aſters "Work, Such às Pride atid edc Ac or „ Joh. 
. 9. The love of the World, 2 Ty. 4. 10. Aaddieteddesö to 

Carnal Eaſe; The Slothfal Servant kid his Maäſters *PHent' in a 
Napkin, Mar. 2 25. Ard let us take heed of a factle and ea) Femper 
of Spirit, that readily yeilds to bad Counſels and Perſwufions. It 
is obſerved of Chryſoſtbum, that by reaſon of his'fimplicity,* and che 
3 of his Nature, he was eafily wrought upon, and fo ren 

to many inconveniencies. It is n better rede Stil hen to 
be thus Flexible to Carnal Infinuations, 

5. Let us maintain a Hl Jealouſy o of. wr FTE -Dur"Troiti 
gteat and weighty, and we are poor we E Crestures; Thifore4ct 
us keep upa Holy Fear, leaſt we tar, all give ve be NE of O 
a wrong touch. Prov. 28. 14. . Fippy is the nun End happy is is "the 
Minifter) that feartth alway. © 

6. Let as fad) much cloſs und beleiving reer v, ont bteſſed Lord 
and Maiter Chriſt. Hehath* received Gifs for Menu. Pal. 68. 18. 
And ir pleaſtd the Father tha! in Hin ſhould all f nfs well.” Col. 1: mh 5 
Therefore let us depend hombly upo o Him for Purnitute, and fu ot 
cient Abilities : And let us depend on Alm for Grace «ſtrength, 
that we may hold our agathſtall Aſablrs and 1 
7. Ler us ſeit til heip of the Spirit of God. 2 7 14. Thar govd 
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On. t Tim. , 20. 42 
de ſeth i #5. Tris only by the help of the Holy Spiric that we can 
weſt Truſt faithfully, Therefore, ſet us pray much for the 
Spirit; And let us carry aright toward the Spirit. Let us beware of 
Greiving, Vexing, Quenching or reſiſting Him. 1 
$ Let us bind our ſelves by Covenant, to Diligence and Faithfulneſs 
in our Maiters Work, Our Truſt is great and weighty ; and we have 
conſiderable Difficulties and Temptations to wreſtle with; and our 
own. Hearts are Lazy, falſe, and deceitful ; ſo that there is need to 
hy the ſtrongeſt Engagements on them, that poſſibly we can. 
Therefore,let us Covenant tolemnly with God,that through the Grace 
and Strength of Chriſt, we be will faithful, in Managing the great 
Truſt committed to us, upon all Adventures, and be - A Hazarl 
and Danger what it ill. . 

9. Let us call our ſelves often to an Accompt. Every day let us ſiſt 
our ſelves before the Bar of our own Conſcience, and hold Court 
there for our Maſter. The Sentence we receive there, either Ab- 
ſolving or Condemning, and the Effects of Joy or Grief following 
thereupon. will be a Means to Engage us to conſtant Diligence 
 Fauthfulneſs, in our Maſters Work. 

Laſtly, Let us think often on gur laſt Accompts. My very Reverend 
and Dear Bretheren, I he Coming of the Lord draweth near: Our 
Great Maſter will come quickly: And when the chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, we muſt give an Accomprto Him of all the Souls commit- 
ted to our Charge, and of our whole Management in His Matters. 
Lea, the Day of our particular Accompts is yet nearer. Who can 
tell how ſoon it may be ſaid to you or me, Come, give an Accum 
al you Stewardſhip. The LORD Himſelf keep the Lively Senſe of 
is al way on our Hearts. Amen. * 
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